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Why care about nitrogen?

Erisman et al. Nature Geoscience 2008



Global N production and dispersion
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Atmospheric Nr deposition  (mg N m-2 year-1)

Human Nr 

Production: 

(Tg yr-1)

1860: 15

1995: 156 

2005: 191 

2005 sources:

Haber Bosch: 121

Biol N fixn: 45

NOx emission: 25

1/2 ï2/3 all Nr is 

of human origin
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